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"Trick" for Squaring Numbers 
that end in "5" 

Example:  152 =  

Step  

1. Write “25.”  [52 = 25] 25 

2. Multiply the “number” (1) that precedes 5 by the number 
that follows 1 if you were counting, i.e., 2   

3. Write that product, 2, in front of “25.” 225 

 

Example:  252 =  

Step  

1. Write “25.”  [52 = 25] 25 

2. Multiply the “number” (2) that precedes 5 by the number 
that follows 2 if you were counting, i.e., 3   

3. Write that product, 6, in front of “25.” 625 

 

Example:  352 =  

Step   

1. Write “25.”  [52 = 25] 25 

2. Multiply the “number” (3) that precedes 5 by the number 
that follows 3 if you were counting, i.e., 4   

3. Write that product, 12, in front of “25.” 1225 

 

Example:  1052 =  

Step   

1. Write “25.”  [52 = 25] 25 

2. Multiply the “number” (10) that precedes 5 by the number 
that follows 10 if you were counting, i.e., 11   

3. Write that product, 110, in front of “25.” 11,025 

 
 
 
 
 

1× 2 = 2

2 × 3 = 6

3 × 4 = 12

10 ×11 = 110


